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of the oldest universities in the world and an intellectual powerhouse, has its origins
prior to the 10"century BCE. After the partition of India, it became a part of Pakistan.

INCUBATOR OF INTELLECTUAL
CONSCIOUSNESS

A melting pot of cultures, the university of
Takshashila attracted scholarly minds from
the Indian kingdoms as well as Babylon,
China, Greece and Syria. Apart from the

TC Vedas, 18 Sippas (Arts) including technical
SN2 subjects such as medicine, law and military
4‘_', > sciences were taught. Amongst notable
¢ m‘\@-") o alumni, Chanakya composed Arthashastra,
//\v" N/ ,;)- the famous manual on governance, strategy
Qf"")s 5{@\‘\\\ and policy, at Takshashila. Jivaka, another
/’,}Z‘I /(’.,.,\_(f alumnus, is recorded to have cured
i r,ﬁ"-i“'l'/l/ & Emperor Bimbisara of fistula and King
,' ’é\k“:ﬂ}\ Pradyota of Ujjayini of jaundice. Another
_‘@ {’j renowned professor was physician Charaka,

who wrote one of the world’s earliest
treatises on medicine called
Charakasamhita. Grammarian Panini,
author of the famous Ashtadhyayi not only
codified the complex rules of Sanskrit
grammar but showed how languages could
be approached in a scientific and structured
manner. Patanjali, another grammarian par
excellence and the compiler of Yoga Sutras,
was also an alumnus of Takshashila. The
rediscovery of Sanskrit grammar by the

th Europeans in the 19 century

Photo Credit: Sasha Isachenko revolutionised the study of languages.
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NSS Organised Svavlambi Bharat Abhiyan,
Dt. 3.12.2023

MOU between SAPTI, Ambaji,
Banaskantha and HNGU, Dt 5-10-2023
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The ruins of Sharada Peeth, a renowned temple university in Kashmir which once attracted scholars
looking for authentic manu

SHARADA PEETH

(APPROX. 5" CENTURY BCE - 14™ CENTURY CE)

! WHERE SCHOLARS SOURCED
: THEIR REFERENCE BOOKS

™ On the banks of the Kishanganga River
stood the Sharada Peeth in Kashmir, which,
in ancient times was known as Sharada
Desh or the land of Sharada, the Divine
Feminine associated with learning (also
known as Sarasvati). Thousands of devotees
visited the temple, but scholars were
additionally interested in referring to the
ancient texts that were preserved carefully
in the libraries. Ramanujacharya, the
exponent of the Vishishtadvaita school of
philosophy travelled all the way from Tamil
£ Nadu to Kashmir in the 11"century in order
to refer to the only available manuscript of
= Baudhayana Vritti, the earliest

§ commentary on the Brahmasutras so that
he could write his own commentary. Yet
another scholar Hemachandra, when
commissioned to write a new grammar
—  book by the king of Gujarat requested for a
copy of all the earlier grammar books which
were only available in their complete form

at Sharada Peeth.
Photo Credit: Umar Jamshaid
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1st International Conference on Frontier Research in
Emerging Sports & Healthy Practices, Dt. 22-6-2023
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All India Inter University Gold Medalist,
Khelo India University Games-Silver Medalist-2022-23
World University Games Participated at China-2023

Historical Document Prepared by HNGU Patan
Gazetteer and Aravalli District Gazetteer- July 2023
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NALANDA

(APPROX. 5™ CENTURY CE - 12" CENTURY CE)

THE UNIVERSITY WITH THE
TOUGHEST ENTRANCE EXAM
IN THE ANCIENT WORLD *

Imagine an entrance exa
ancient university so difficult that only 20%
of students who applied got selected.

In order to secure admission into Nalanda,
students often enrolled in coaching schools
in the villages surrounding the uni versity.
Students flocked from near and far to learn
from the acclaimed teachers and in its
prime, there were 8,500 students and 1,500
teachers. According to Yijing, a Chinese
student, there were 100 lectures held in a
day and students did not want to miss even
a minute of them. Under the tutelages of
Nagarjuna, Vasubandhu, Asanga and
Dharmapala, the intellectual tournaments

in Nalanda nourished the culture of open
debate in India. In addition to endowments

mination for an

The ruins of Nalanda (5" century CE to 12'%entury CE), one of the best endowed universities in the
cient world, where securing admission

from emperors, the revenues of 100 villages
were allocated for the expenses of Nalanda
which included food, accommodation,
clothing and healthcare of the pupils.
The majestic library of Nalanda was housed
in three buildings, of which Ratnasagara
was nine-storeyed tall and stored some of
the rarest manuscripts.

"Thomas Watters, On Yuan Chwang’s Travels in
India 629-645 AD, Forgotten Books (31 October
2018)
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NAAC Peer Team Visit, on 23, 24, 25 August 2023

Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar chair organized One day seminar on
Anusuchit Jati: Atit, Vartman aur Bhavishya, Dt. 29. 4. 2023
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VARANASI

(APPROX. 10™ CENTURY BCE - CURRENT TIMES)

WHERE SCHOLARS
WENT TO PROVE THEIR
CREDENTIALS
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One of the oldest continuously inhabited
cities of the world, Kashi or Varanasi,
became the hub where scholars went to

prove their scholastic credentials.
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From time immemorial, Varanasi/Kashi/Banaras was synonymous with advanced learning of not just
the Vedas but an array of disciplines including astronomy, logic, poetry, philosophy, music and more.

Photo Credit: iStock | Narvikk

Even when Takshashila was the reigning
university, many students went to Kashi to
study special courses in different schools of
philosophies. It was the dream of scholars
| from every corner of India to travel to Kashi
i and engage in debates with learned Gurus
on Vedic philosophy. Debates held at Kashi
were often held in full public view and
judged by a panel of acclaimed scholars.
Important works of literature were
composed on the banks of the Ganga, which
are read to this day. The 17 century
traveller Bernier stated that ‘the whole city
is a university’. He observed that the houses
of teachers, where the students gathered,
were like centres of education. Logicians,
astronomers and Ayurveda acharayas were
among the various subject-matter experts
who made Kashi their home.
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UJJAIN

(APPROX. 8" CENTURY BCE - 13™ CENTURY CE)

THE UNIVERSITY THAT STOOD
ON THE ZERO MERIDIAN OF
THE PRE-COLONIAL WORLD

The ancient university of Ujjain that stood
on the zero meridian attracted the finest
mathematical astronomers who made use
of the well-equipped observatory in the
institute. Some of the most celebrated
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mathematicians of India taught at Ujjain, such
as Varahamihira (6" century), Brahmagupta
(7"i:entury) and Bhaskaracharya (12‘"century).
Varahamihira was a noted polymath, whose
treatises on mathematical astronomy and
encyclopedic text of Brihatsamhita have
contributed immensely to Indian knowledge
systems. Brahmagupta was the first to treat
zero as a number in its own right, rather than
simply as a placeholder digit. His works such
as Brahmasphuta Siddhanta and
Khandakhadyaka, reached the Khalifa’s court
in Baghdad and revolutionized mathematics
and astronomy in the Arab world and
eventually Europe. The biggest jewel that
emerged from Ujjain is Bhaskaracharya, who
is credited for his work in differential calculus,
decimal number system and trigonometry.
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The city of Ujjain once had a university that was equipped with an elaborate observatory and stood on
the zero meridian of the pre-colonial world.
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ity in Gujarat was noted for its courses in

From the 7 entury to the 12 céhtury, Vallabhi Univers
Administration, Political Science, Law, Economics and Accountancy.

Photo Cred

VALLABHI

(APPROX. 7" CENTURY CE - 12" CENTURY CE)

A UNIVERSITY WHERE
STUDENTS FLOCKED TO
STUDY ADMINISTRATION
AND GOVERNANCE

X Vallabhi, a capital of the Maitraka dynasty

| " . was situated at the seashore and was an
important port for international trade.

There is a collection of stories from the
11"century called Kathasaritsagara, in
which a father is determined to send his son
to study at Vallabhi in distant Gujarat rather
than Nalanda or Varanasi, which were

4 nearer to the Ganga plains where he lived.
Vallabhi University was in fact established
by professors from Nalanda in the

s, 6" century CE. When Xuanzang visited the
2 i university in the 7 Bentury, there were

L 6,000 students studying at the university.

i Its courses in Neeti (Public Administration/
Political Sciences) and Vaarta (Business/

; Economics/Accountancy) provided training
in holding important public administration
positions. Graduates would present
themselves in royal courts to demonstrate
their worthiness for civil service. Under the
patronage of Maitraka dynasty, the
university flourished and had a well-

endowed library.
ii: Shutterstock | Mazur Travel
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Welcome, Students from Poland for Internship
under the student and faculty exchange MOU with
Warsaw University of Life Science, Poland.

Law Department organized workshop on
“Saman Nagrik sanhita”

Tree Plantation on World environment Day,
Dt. 5-6-2023

India’s Presidency of G20;: Prospects and Promises
Dt. 17-3-2023




